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STUDY	  DESIGN	  
Distribu(on:	  An	  online	  
survey	  was	  developed	  and	  
emailed	  to	  parAcipants	  
using	  the	  Omaha	  Children’s	  
Physicians	  email	  listserv.	  	  
Inclusion	  criteria:	  Parents	  of	  
children	  13-‐18	  who	  had	  not	  
received	  the	  HPV	  vaccine	  	  
Data	  collec(on:	  
Demographic	  informaAon	  
and	  answers	  to	  quesAons	  
regarding	  reasons	  for	  not	  
vaccinaAng	  and	  concerns	  
with	  the	  vaccine.	  
Analysis:	  Assess	  various	  
concerns	  contribuAng	  to	  
incomplete	  HPV	  
vaccinaAon.	  

SURVEY	  RESULTS	   DISCUSSION	  
Conclusions	  
•  Many	  parents	  are	  in	  the	  

process	  of	  compleAng	  
the	  series.	  	  

•  Parents	  conAnue	  to	  
have	  concerns	  about	  the	  
safety	  of	  the	  vaccine,	  
while	  others	  are	  
hesitant	  because	  they	  
believe	  their	  child	  is	  not	  
sexually	  acAve.	  

•  Concerns	  of	  cost,	  and	  
misunderstandings	  
whether	  the	  vaccine	  is	  
available	  for	  both	  sexes,	  
are	  less	  common	  in	  this	  
populaAon.	  	  

•  No	  parents	  reported	  
that	  their	  provider	  did	  
not	  recommend	  the	  
vaccine.	  

•  This	  survey	  may	  be	  used	  
by	  providers	  to	  assess	  
concerns	  within	  their	  
populaAon	  

	  
Limita(ons	  
•  Sample	  size	  
•  Demographics	  of	  the	  

populaAon	  assessed	  was	  
primarily	  Caucasian	  

•  Online	  survey	  model	  
	  
Future	  Study	  
•  AdministraAon	  of	  	  

survey	  in	  clinic	  may	  
promote	  adherence	  

•  Inclusion	  of	  quesAons	  
regarding	  concerns	  
about	  insurance	  
coverage,	  vaccine	  trials,	  
and	  novelty.	  

•  Different	  clinics	  
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INTRODUCTION	  
Human	  papillomavirus	  
(HPV)	  is	  the	  most	  common	  
sexually	  transmi[ed	  
infecAon	  with	  
approximately	  79	  million	  
individuals	  currently	  
infected	  in	  the	  United	  
States.	  HPV	  infecAon	  can	  
have	  severe	  sequelae	  
including	  genital	  warts,	  
oropharyngeal	  and	  
genitourinary	  cancer.	  
Despite	  these	  risks,	  
vaccinaAon	  rates	  remain	  
lower	  than	  that	  of	  other	  
scheduled	  vaccines.	  It	  is	  the	  
purpose	  of	  this	  research	  to	  
be[er	  understand	  parental	  
concerns	  among	  the	  Omaha	  
community	  regarding	  the	  
HPV	  vaccine	  in	  hopes	  of	  
then	  being	  able	  to	  improve	  
vaccinaAon	  rates123.	  	  

Other	  Concerns	  
-‐Novelty	  of	  vaccine:	  “I’m	  just	  concerned	  
about	  the	  newness	  of	  the	  vaccine	  and	  the	  
potenAal	  side	  effects	  we	  have	  yet	  to	  learn	  
about.”	  
-‐Insurance	  coverage:	  “My	  insurance	  
company	  does	  not	  cover	  the	  vaccine/
injecAon	  because	  he	  is	  male.”	  
-‐Inadequate	  trials:	  “I	  feel	  that	  the	  HPV	  
vaccine	  was	  rushed	  through	  tesAng	  and	  is	  
not	  enArely	  safe.”	  
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