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Steering Committee Minutes
Friday March 6, 2015
7:30-9:00 AM
MOMS Conference Room
Tower Professional Park, 7906 Davenport Street

Vicki Sunderman chaired the meeting

Introductions:

Members Present:  Vicki J. Sunderman, Sharon Wade, Patsy Nowatzke, Linda Ohri, Michelle Hokinson, Georganna Felts, Pauli Nejezchleb, Cathy Carrico, Jeanne Burke, Michael Owen, Meera Varman, Jessica Moyle, Mary Ann Rocha, Kermit Erwin, Meera Varman, Tracey Ginger, Jude Dean, Leslie Thiele, Bridget Rolenc, Jane McGinty, Jason Archuleta

Members Absent: Pat O’Hanlon, Katie O’Keefe, Sharon Plummer, Shirley Delair, Rudy Kotula, Laura Klug,

Announcements: 

The World Herald profiled Maggi (Peterson) Pivovar in a recent edition.  Maggi is a '93 Creighton University Occupational Therapy graduate, who shared her story as a survivor of bacterial meningitis and now actively advocates for mandating vaccines for the disease. She traveled from Kansas City to testify at the Nebraska legislative session.

The committee viewed a PSA Jimmy Kimmel, a TV host; this PSA was about why parents should be vaccinating their children. He preceded the video with a long speech about his pro-vaccine stance, and slammed celebs like Jenny McCarthy for speaking out against the practice.  The committee viewed the PSA.

Minutes from the February 6, 2015 meeting approved.  

Treasury Report:

Expenses Paid: 
$ 100.00   2 tables at the Black Family Health Fair
$ 100.00   Donation to Meningitis Angles
$ 330.00   Testifier’s travel reimbursement
$   52.70   Creighton University Print Center for Handouts	
$ 881.92   Reimburse Vicki Sunderman for hotel expense at the national conference

Deposits:  None

Balance: $22,134.37

Committee Reports:  

Community Affairs: Georgia Felt 

1. Homeless Connect will be held at Creighton University on Friday March 27, 2015
2. Black Family Health Fair, Saturday March 28, 2015 from 8:00 AM to 12 Noon.  The task force has purchased 2 tables.  The event will be held at North High School.
3. Cinco de Mayo Health Fair will be Sunday May 3, 2015, start time is 12 noon 
4. Bridge to Care Health Fair is scheduled for June 6, 2015

Professional Affairs:  Cathy Carrico 

1. 2015 Annual Immunize Nebraska Conference will be June 5th 2015 at the Hilton Downtown. Brochure was sent but information was incorrect so a new one will be released this week and will be circulated to all in the near future.
2. No Abstracts received to date.  There will be one from the task force.

Legislative Advocacy: Linda Ohri

Continue to work on the meningococcal bill (LB18) which was withdrawn this year but will be reviewed again next year.  The reason the bill was withdrawn because they wanted to add an amendment that parents could opt out and this would hurt compliance with the vaccine.

Linda will be testifying on behalf of the task force, before the legislature to block a bill that would allow chiropractors to do history and physicals. The taskforce voted to support Linda to be the committee representative on this bill. 

Governor Ricketts and the Nebraska Senate passed Legislative Bill 107, which grants full-practice authority to Nebraska's nurse practitioner workforce. By adopting the law, Nebraska becomes the twentieth state to authorize nurse practitioners to provide the full scope of services they're educated and clinically trained to deliver, significantly expanding patient access to high-quality health care.

Website: Laura Klug; No Report 



Other Committee Business 

Meera Varman suggested we have a subcommittee to write grants for funding for the task force.  Many grants are hard to get because we do not have our own 401c3.  Jude will bring a bulleted report about how to apply for a 401c3.

Parent came to the Quarterly meeting and she was impressed with the task force and would like to continue to attend.

Discuss how the task force could advocate for the meningococcal vaccine since the bill was delayed.  The committee discussed the different ways that this information could disseminate this information.  Several members will be working on developing plans to get this going.  Suggest that this type of information be under the Communication Committee. Multiple emails will be forthcoming on the list serve as a starting point.  Much discussion on developing a face page or twitter presence.

U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's (CDC's) Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) voted to include GARDASIL®9 (Human Papillomavirus 9-valent Vaccine, Recombinant) in the recommendations for use of HPV vaccines. GARDASIL 9 has been added to the routine recommendations for vaccination of 11- and 12- year-old females and males. The vaccination series can be started at age nine. Vaccination is also recommended for females aged 13 to 26 and for males aged 13 to 21 who have not been vaccinated previously or have not completed the 3-dose series. GARDASIL 9 is not approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) for use in males 16 years of age and above.

Meeting adjourned at 9 AM.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Next meeting which was scheduled for Friday April 3, 2015 has been cancelled due to First Friday, the steering committee therefore will not meet until May 1, 2015, from 7:30 to 9:00 AM at the Metro Omaha Medical Society (MOMS) office at 79th and Davenport.

Respectfully Submitted,



Patsy Nowatzke
Metro Omaha Immunization Task Force  
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