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Steering Committee Minutes
Friday August 1, 2014
7:30-9:00 AM
MOMS Conference Room
Tower Professional Park, 7906 Davenport Street

Laura Klug chaired the meeting

Introductions

Members Present:  Michael Owens, Linda Ohri, Meera Varman, Jeanne Burke, Sharon Plummer, Georganna Felts, Laura Klug, Pat O’Hanlon,  Bridget Rolenc, Mary Ann Rocha, Shirley Delair (2 Nigerian Guests), Rudy Kotula, Patsy Nowatzke, Tracy Ginger, Jude Dean,

Members Absent:  Vicki J. Sunderman, Katie O’Keefe, Jude Dean, Cathy Carrico, Jane McGinty, Leslie Thiele,

Announcements: 
1. On Wednesday August 13, 2014 the Governor is doing the proclamation that August is immunization month.  Several people are going to attend but more are welcome and if you want to go please email Linda Ohri.
2. Sharon Plummer has some personal issues and she will be stepping down from some her duties but will remain a member at large.

Minutes from the May 2, 2014 meeting approved.  

Treasury Report:

Expenses Paid:
Spirit of Advocacy Award $500
Two $50 Gift Cards and thank you notes $115.99
Deposits:  None
Balance: $16,086.42



Committee Reports:  

Community Affairs: Georgia Felt and Bridget Rolenc

1. Refugee Health Fair was attended by the task force.  There was a good turnout, interviewed about 50 people through interrupters.  UNMC also will have a refugee health fair this fall.
2. Representatives attended Juneteenth, many children and teenagers were surveyed along with adults.
3. 12th of July “Joy of Life”, Bridget distributed immunization information.  Was held at a church on 60th Street, many African Americans. Possibly do a flu shot
4. Representative gave an in-service to the Humane society in June
5. The metro health fair is this weekend and a table will be sent 
6. Binational health fair this fall.  On Wednesday evening October 1, women’s night Creighton pharmacy staff and students will be doing flu shots.  On Saturday metro will administer flu shots, tasks force will have an information table.  Professional health to administer vaccine is always needed.
7. Postcard being sent to daycares about Tdap: two different cards to various daycares; one will offer the vaccine and other will offer the education.

Discussion ensued concerning how people talk to people about who can and cannot receive vaccines.  Last year at a health fair the flu vaccine that was being given could not be given to children under 9, the parents  often interrupt that children under 9 cannot receive vaccine at all so will clarify with vaccine administrator to direct people to where they can get their children the appropriate vaccines.

Discussed need for duplication of immunization survey information to give to people at health fairs.  This may look more official and the person may be more likely take to their physician.

Christine Kutschkau, a public health advisor from CDC advisor for Nebraska, will attend a future meeting to talk about the 317 funds and what is covered. Adult vaccines (not just Tdap) are included but not all providers are enrolled in this

Professional Affairs:  Cathy Carrico and Katie O’Keefe (not present)
1. 270 people attended the conference.
2. Planning meeting scheduled about last year’s conference and the planning next year’s conference.  Meningococcal, Pneumococcal and  possible new statistics on the flu or flu in general are some areas of interest.

Legislative Advocacy: Linda Ohri

Linda Ohri has talked to Senator Crist office, he sponsored the meningococcal bill.  LB460 did not get out of committee.  Next year will start working earlier to have more input in developing the bill and let people know that this will be up for review again so more people can attend to defend the bill.  The bill required every student entering the seventh grade to have a meningococcal vaccine and at age sixteen to have a booster immunization containing meningococcal conjugate vaccine. 

Website: Laura Klug

1. Laura has held off talking to Chip about being retained as a consultant and will discuss later if needed
2. Still waiting to get a link to Dr. Kotula’s blog onto the website.  
3. Also waiting to get the link to Mindee Swanson’s Tdap educational toolkit on the website
4. Website has an email

Other Business

The committee approved to purchase a tablecloth to be used at health fair events, $400 for one table cloth will check if the 2nd will be less expensive.  Gifts for health fairs, discussed hand sanitizers with logo; Bridget will check cost.

Need more magnets, and should be larger with Renaissance clinic added.  This was approved.

The planning for Quarterly Meeting to be held on Wednesday August 20, 2014 was discussed.  Sharon Wade and Vicki Sunderman will present an overview of what they learned at the National Conference in May.

Meeting adjourned 

Next meeting scheduled for September 5, 2014, from 7:30 to 9:00 AM at the Metro Omaha Medical Society (MOMS) office at 79th and Davenport.

Respectfully Submitted,



Patsy Nowatzke
Metro Omaha Immunization Task Force  
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